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	 HELLO! You have just entered 
	 LE STANZE DEL VETRO! Welcome!

Open this brochure and follow the instructions: you will learn 
many new and interesting things and have lots of fun!

First I would like to introduce myself:  
my name is Vittorio Zecchin.

I was born and raised in Murano 
(1878-1947), surrounded by the 
furnace and glassworks since  
I was a child, cultivating a passion 
for glass that I inherited from  
my father Luigi, who worked as  
a glass technician in a furnace.

He would have preferred a more stable  
and secure profession for me, but... I wanted to be an artist!  
So I studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Venice. Those were 
exciting years: the very first Venice Art Biennale opened  
in 1895, gathering many talented and innovative artists from  
all over Europe… I was inspired by them! So I began to paint, 
using for my paintings the same bright colours that I had 
admired in the glass works from Murano. 

But I didn’t just paint: like today’s designers I also designed 
furniture, tapestries and… glass works, of course! 
Would you like to see my creations? Let’s go into the first gallery!
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FREE ASMISSION
10 am - 7 pm | closed on Wednesdays

INFORMATION
T. +39 041 5229 138

info@lestanzedelvetro.org

GUIDED TOURS
free activities for kids

artsystem@artsystem.it
toll free 800 662 477 

Mon—Fri from 10 am to 5 pm 



VITTORIO ZECCHIN

GIACOMO CAPPELlI
N

PAOLO VENINI

gallery 1)

gallery 2

Between 1921 and 1925 I was  
the Artistic Director of one of  
the most important glassworks  
in Murano called: VETRI SOFFIATI 
MURANESI CAPPELLIN VENINI  
& COMPANY. It was named after 
the founding partners, who were 
glass enthusiasts: Giacomo 
Cappellin, a Venetian antiquarian, 
and Paolo Venini, a young lawyer 
from Milan.

	 Look at the group photo on 
the wall: you can see the three of us! 

	 Take a look at the vases 
in the vitrines! For their shape 
I was inspired by ancient Greek 
ceramic vases… and Roman 
glass vases!

Look at all the different colors: 
some pale, others stronger… 
can you say how many different 
shades there are?

Compare your answers with the captions!

gallery 3)

gallery 4

Look at all the beautiful shapes, 
and how many different types 
of handles! Some wide and bent, 
others small, squared…

As you can see, I have always 
preferred simple shapes for 
my glass vases, but these were 
a novelty in my day!

The vases on show here, 
for example, do not have handles, 
nor decorations and sometimes 
not even a foot! 

Look for the “BULLICANTE” 
objects on show in the gallery 
and write down how many you can see.

	 Look at the handles in 
the first vitrine with snake-like 
decorations, they are called 
“MORISE”. They are typical 
decorations of Murano glass, 
made by pinching the glass 
with pliers!

	 Sometimes I had fun making 
glass with bubbles, “BULLICANTE 
GLASS”: with air bubbles 
trapped in glass. Do you know 
how this is made? By blowing 
the glass in a mold with many 
pointed nails on the inside.

?
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gallery 5)

gallery 6

Ribbed vases… what a 
peculiar name! They are called 
that because of the ribs in relief 
along the body of the vase.

This technique is quite simple: 
the glass master blows the hot 
glass into extendible metal 
or pear-wood molds which are 
fitted with many edges on 
the inside.

I also liked to experiment: so I applied many different 
decorations to my vases drawing inspiration from 
traditional glassmaking from Murano… The decorations 
were applied when the glass was still hot, 
and therefore still easy to shape! 

Look: each decoration had a specific name that also 
describes its appearance. Can you spot the various types 
of ornaments inside the vitrines? Follow the list below 
and write the number of the corresponding vitrine next 
to the name of each decoration:

a) drop 
b) applied threads
c) small chain 

d) wavy bands
e) pointed
f) strawberry

Corridor

Did you know that I also 
designed lamps and chandeliers 
for Cappellin and Venini?
	 The one you see here dates from 
1925: it’s the “smaller” edition 
of a famous one, which was 
on display at the International 
Exhibition of Decorative 
Arts in Paris! Try and imagine 
it, twice the size of this one, 
4 meters tall and with 
36 lights all together! 

Do you know how many lights this 
chandelier has? Count them...

	 And finally, my most famous 
creation: the “VERONESE” vase!

It has an unusual name… that refers 
to the well-known 16th-century painter 
Paolo Caliari, whose nickname was 
“Veronese” [i.e. “from the town 
of Verona”]. For this model I was 
inspired by the vase that he painted 
in his famous “Annunciation” 
canvas which you can go and see 
in the Museum of the “Gallerie 
dell’Accademica” in Venice!

Walk through gallery 7 
and go to the corridor...

solutions:

gallery 6 a: 1, 2; b: 3, 4;]c: 1; d: 5; e: 2; f: 6]

step → 18

game 1 A-6; B-2; C-3; D-5]
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1.	 Let’s go on a vase hunt!

These are the pages from the BLACK NOTEBOOK, 
which contained the drawings for all the pieces made 

at the Cappellin & Venini glassworks. Look at the ones with 
the orange dot. Try and find them in the exhibition 

and write down the number of the gallery you find them in!

GALLERY # GALLERY #
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2.	 The Glass Sudoku

Look at the chart and complete the series of vases. 
Be careful! Each vase must appear only once, 

both vertically and horizontally! 



3.	 The VERONESE mystery

Here is the ANNUNCIATION by Paolo Veronese! 
But… this is just the frame?!

What a nasty surprise but you can solve it 
by asking the staff at the reception desk!
Once the puzzle is complete, can you find the vase 
that made Vittorio Zecchin famous? Good luck!


