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Have the pleasure to announce
Laura de Santillana and

Alessandro Diaz de Santillana
At the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Wakefield, United Kingdom
www.ysp.co.uk
From May 2nd to September 6th, 2015 
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For immediate release
Venice, February 16th, 2015
Following the success of the exhibition in Venice at LE STANZE DEL VETRO last summer and of the one organized at the MAK in Vienna, which has been prolonged to March 29th, a third international exhibition featuring the glass works and sculptures by Laura de Santillana and Alessandro Diaz de Santillana will open on May 2nd, 2015 in England at the YSP, the Yorkshire Sculpture Park (winner of the Art Fund Prize for Museum of the Year in 2014).

The exhibition will be set up in a recently renovated 18th-century chapel and will be open to the public until 6th September 2015. At the same time the Yorkshire Sculpture Park will feature a retrospective of the work of English sculptor Henry Moore.
The Venice-based siblings are descendants of the Venini glassware dynasty, established by Paolo Venini on the island of Murano in 1921. Laura and Alessandro learned and honed their skills at Venini during their early careers, and they have each gone on to develop distinctive practices that break with exacting technical traditions and geographical confines. Integral to the development of both artists has been the relinquishing of glass for practical use, so often inherent in the production of the material. 
Despite the correlation in the direction of their journeys and a shared basic material, Laura and Alessandro’s visual vocabulary and techniques are radically different. Experimentation, risk-taking and innovation drive their work, fed by widespread travel and collaborations with glassmaking experts across the world. The nuances of texture, surface and colour in the remarkable objects they produce are heightened in the contemplative spaces and diffuse the natural light of the Chapel.
 
Collapsing the typical blown cylinder, folding it in on itself, is a technique often employed by Laura to produce slab-like forms that are, in a sense, envelopes forever sealed by the making process. The artist refers to them as “glass books”, and they retain a powerful sense of seeming to contain knowledge held in suspension. In the Chapel, the artist shows a library of these forms, to which she returns habitually, in specially made bookshelves. 
Colour is fundamental to Laura’s work, from subtle, misty opaque white and blue forms through to her strikingly intense yellow uranium glass pieces made in the Czech Republic, which have the luminous quality of neon.

Laura’s Blue Notebooks were inspired by Franz Kafka’s Blue Octavo Notebooks – eight diaries used by the writer between 1917 and 1919; as well as being smaller in size than his usual quarto notebooks, they are more lyrical, comprising a collection of aphorisms and fragments. When light penetrates the glass books they appear to glow darkly with deep blues, merging into green towards the edge. Within each book powders and pigments added to the open form whilst still pliable create shadows.
Alessandro’s passion and inspiration is water, which translates to the incredible treatment of the surface in his works, many of which have a strong, painterly quality. The YSP exhibition includes a series of wall and floor works by the artist with a complex, dark black yet mirrored patina, recalling the sense of looking into deep, reflecting pools. Using a technique applied for centuries in the production of handmade windows, a blown cylinder of glass is heated and cut, falling flat under its own weight. At this point, when the glass is typically flattened completely to remove imperfections, Alessandro works with the surface to add folds and subtle undulations. The resulting pieces have an evasive, ephemeral and fluid quality, neither mirror nor image. Unlike Laura’s more solid pieces, Alessandro works with glass that is only millimetres thick. 
Peter Murray, YSP’s Founding and Executive Director, says: “Alessandro Diaz de Santillana and Laura de Santillana are siblings who have been creating impressive works of art for decades. Separately, they have fine-tuned shared experiences into different and distinctive visual languages. What they have in common is a shared passion for glass: the tradition, the craft and the endless possibilities of creating works of art from the magical and unpredictable qualities of this medium.” 
The exhibition is in association with LE STANZE DEL VETRO, a joint initiative of Fondazione Giorgio Cini and Pentagram Stiftung, Venice.
Notes to the editors:
About Laura de Santillana
Laura de Santillana was born in Venice in 1955. Laura’s experiments with glass began in her early 20s when she designed and created the Quattro Stagioni, a numbered edition of blown glass plates, which were acquired by the Corning Museum. From 1975 to 1985 she worked at Venini with her brother Alessandro, reorganizing the museum and the photographic archive, and designing lamps and objects for Venini, before co-founding a new company, Eos. Since 1993, Laura has dedicated her life to art and her work is now represented in the collections of museums around the world, including the São Paulo Museum of Art, Brasil, the Museum of Arts and Design, New York, and the V&A. Recent exhibitions include Big Flats, 2013 at the Galerie L’Arc en Seine, Paris; Scapes, 2011 MOG, Museum of Glass, Tacoma; and I Santillana, a joint exhibition with brother Alessandro at LE STANZE DEL VETRO, Isola di San Giorgio, Venice which also travelled to the MAK Museum, Vienna.
About Alessandro Diaz  de  Santillana 

Alessandro Diaz de Santillana was born in Paris in 1959. He was creative from an early age, designing two vases in 1969, which were later produced by the Venini Glassworks. From 1979 to 1985 he worked at Venini with his sister Laura, reorganising the museum and the photographic archive, and designing lamps and objects for Venini. In 1985 he travelled to New York to work at NYEG (now UrbanGlass) before moving to Tuscany where he founded a new company, Eos, with Laura and parents Anna and Ludovico. He has exhibited his work since 1992 at venues all over the world including galleries in Italy, Germany, USA and Japan. From 1997 to 1999 Alessandro was Visiting Professor at the University of California San Diego. Recent exhibitions include Mercury, 2011 at the Traver Gallery, Seattle, and I Santillana, a joint exhibition with sister Laura at LE STANZE DEL VETRO , Isola di San Giorgio, Venice which also travelled to the MAK Museum, Vienna.

The artists’ work can also be seen in an exhibition at Faggionato Gallery in London from May 6th, 2015. Find out more at faggionato.com
About Yorkshire Sculpture Park  
Yorkshire Sculpture Park (YSP) is the leading international centre for modern and contemporary sculpture. It is an independent charitable trust and registered museum (number 1067908) situated in the 500-acre, 18th-century Bretton Hall estate in West Yorkshire. Founded in 1977 by Executive Director Peter Murray, YSP was the first sculpture park in the UK, and is the largest of its kind in Europe, providing the only place in the world to see Barbara Hepworth’s The Family of Man in its entirety alongside a significant collection of sculpture, including bronzes by Henry Moore, and site-specific works by Andy Goldsworthy, David Nash and James Turrell. YSP also mounts a world-class, year-round temporary exhibitions programme including some of the world’s leading artists across five indoor galleries and the open air. Recent highlights include exhibitions by Fiona Banner, Ai Weiwei, Ursula von Rydingsvard, Amar Kanwar, Yinka Shonibare MBE, Joan Miró and Jaume Plensa. YSP’s core work is made possible by investment from Arts Council England, Wakefield Council, Liz and Terry Bramall Foundation and Sakurako and William Fisher through the Sakana Foundation. YSP is Art Fund Museum of the Year 2014. www.ysp.co.uk
About Fondazione Giorgio Cini  
The Giorgio Cini Foundation is a non-profit cultural institution based in Venice, Italy. Established in 1951, it was constituted by Vittorio Cini, in memory of his son Giorgio, with the aim of restoring the Island of San Giorgio Maggiore (devastated after 100 years of military occupation) and of creating an international cultural centre that would re-integrate the Island into the life of Venice. www.cini.it
About LE STANZE DEL VETRO  
LE STANZE DEL VETRO is a joint venture involving Fondazione Giorgio Cini and Pentagram Stiftung, a Swiss-based, non-profit Foundation. LE STANZE DEL VETRO is both a cultural project and an exhibition space, designed by New York-based architect Annabelle Selldorf. The purpose of LE STANZE DEL VETRO is to focus on the history and the use of glass in 20th and 21st century Art in order to bring this medium back into the center of the attention and discussion within the international Art scene. www.lestanzedelvetro.it
About Pentagram Stiftung  
Pentagram Stiftung is a Swiss private Foundation established in 2011, based in Chur, Switzerland, whose mission is to study and promote art and design that feature glass as their main medium in the 20th and 21st centuries. Pentagram Stiftung aims to reappraise the importance of glass, especially in the art and history of Venice, as well as that of high-standard and innovative glassmaking in the contemporary art and design worlds. In 2012 Pentagram Stiftung launched LE STANZE DEL VETRO, a long-term joint initiative with Fondazione Giorgio Cini, on the Island of San Giorgio Maggiore in Venice.
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